
∆ Ô ·ÁÚÈÓfi (Ovis gmelini ophion) Â›Ó·È Â›‰Ô˜ ·ÁÚÈÔÚÔ‚¿ÙÔ˘
ÌÔÓ·‰ÈÎfi ÛÂ ÔÏfiÎÏËÚÔ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ. ∂›Ó·È ÙÔ ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚÔ ¿ÁÚÈÔ

ıËÏ·ÛÙÈÎfi Ô˘ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ÛÙËÓ ∫‡ÚÔ Î·È ÙÔ ÛÙÔÏ›‰È Î·È ÙÔ Î·Ì¿ÚÈ ÙˆÓ
Î˘ÚÈ·ÎÒÓ ‰·ÛÒÓ. ¶ÈÛÙÂ‡ÂÙ·È fiÙÈ ‹ÚıÂ ÛÙËÓ ∫‡ÚÔ Á‡Úˆ ÛÙÔ 8000
.Ã. Î·È ›Ûˆ˜ ÙÔ ¤ÊÂÚ·Ó Ì·˙› ÙÔ˘˜ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ Ô˘ ‹Úı·Ó Ó·
Î·ÙÔÈÎ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔ ÓËÛ›. ¶·Ï·ÈfiÙÂÚ· ·ÊıÔÓÔ‡ÛÂ ÛÂ ÔÏfiÎÏËÚË ÙËÓ ÔÚÔÛÂÈÚ¿ ÙÔ˘ ∆ÚÔfi‰Ô˘˜ ·ÏÏ¿ Î·È ÛÙÔÓ ¶ÂÓÙ·‰¿ÎÙ˘ÏÔ. §fiÁˆ ÙÔ˘
ÂÓÙ·ÙÈÎÔ‡ Î˘ÓËÁ›Ô˘ Ô ÏËı˘ÛÌfi˜ ÙÔ˘ ÛÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ ‰ÂÎ·ÂÙ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ 1930 ÌÂÈÒıËÎÂ ÛÂ 15 ˙Ò· ÛÙÔ ¢¿ÛÔ˜ ¶¿ÊÔ˘. ªÚÔÛÙ¿ ÛÙÔ
ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ Î›Ó‰˘ÓÔ ·Ê·ÓÈÛÌÔ‡ ÙÔ˘, ÔÏfiÎÏËÚÔ ÙÔ ∫Ú·ÙÈÎfi ¢¿ÛÔ˜ ¶¿ÊÔ˘ ÎËÚ‡¯ıËÎÂ ·fi ÙfiÙÂ ÛÂ ··ÁÔÚÂ˘Ì¤ÓË ÂÚÈÔ¯‹ ÁÈ· ÙÔ Î˘Ó‹ÁÈ Î·È
Û‹ÌÂÚ· ÔÈ ÏËı˘ÛÌÔ› ÙÔ˘ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ·Ó·Î¿Ì„ÂÈ.

T he Mouflon (Ovis gmelini ophion), is a species of wild sheep that is endemic to Cyprus. It is the biggest wild mammal of the island
and is a real treasure of the Cyprus forests. It is believed to have come to Cyprus at around 8000 B.C. with the first humans, who

arrived on the island, as a domestic animal. In the past, it was common on both the main mountain ranges, Troodos and
Pentadaktylos. Uncontrolled hunting led to a dramatic decrease of the mouflon population. During the 1930s there were only 15
animals left, which found refuge in the Pafos forest. In view of the high risk of extinction, the whole Pafos state forest was
designated a game reserve area and the mouflon population recovered.
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